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LUTHERAN YOUTH QUEENSLAND
We continue to be humbled and excited by the opportunity to serve our God through our
District’s Lutheran Youth of Queensland ministry. We also continue to be humbled by
the generous support we receive from individuals, congregations, the District and our
colleague departments. Thank you for partnering in ministry with us, we hope that you
and your congregation are proud of what we are achieving together as a District through
our shared ministry to children, teenagers and families.
The following Synod Report will hopefully give you a good overview of our last 12
months and our ministry generally. There is only so much that we can share through a
written report so please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions about our
ministry. You can contact our office on 3511 4080 or alternatively you might like to visit
our stand or talk to one of our team at Synod. We’d love to share more about what we
do with you!

TWO THINGS THAT EVERY LCAQD CONGREGATION SHOULD KNOW
There are still lots of people in our District who don’t know much about the ministry of
Lutheran Youth of Queensland. If you can we’d love you to share the following two
points with your congregation.
1. Our Ministry has grown to include FIVE areas
1. Holiday Camp Ministry - Christian Life Week camps plus more!
2. Young Adult Ministry – Support for university students and young adults
3. Campsite Ministry – Two beautiful sites & a powerful ministry
4. Congregational Support – Training events and networking for church
leaders
5. Schools Ministry – Leadership Training programs in Lutheran schools
2. We exist to support the District congregations
We believe that congregations are the heartbeat of our church and we’re here to
help. Our ministry has been deliberately developed to support congregations in
their ministry to children, teenagers and families. Please use what we do to
support and compliment your local ministry. Ask us about our amazing Elevation
Training day, our quarterly networking events for leaders and the FREE Faith at
Home resource produced by our national ministry partners, Grow Ministries.

HOLIDAY CAMP MINISTRY
There are few ministries in our church that transform the faith of young people more
than our District’s holiday camps. The experience of Christian community that camp
provides gives young people the opportunity to discover more about themselves and
God in a safe environment. We continue to be humbled by the way that God works
through the volunteer leaders on camp, and the campers themselves, to grow the faith
and confidence of children and teenagers. We’ve outlined below a small sample of the
feedback we received from our CLW campers last year – the feedback demonstrates
why camping has been a core part of our church’s ministry for over 50 years!
I invited a close friend to youth one time and she enjoyed it, not before long she
was coming to church with me on a regular basis and she was wanting to learn
more and more. I decided to invite her to CLW where she was so thankful for the
opportunity and that it had opened her up to a whole new level of believing in
God. She said that it had impacted her life way more than she could ever
imagine and that she was glad to be a Christian. Thanks CLW!
My time at CLW has made me realise my worth and value as a person. CLW
made me aware of the masks that I wear, and how I no longer have to battle with
these - I just have to give them to God. I have loved seeing a deeper side to my
friends and I feel fresh, renewed and excited to go out into the world knowing
God loves me!
CLW is a place where I have gained many true Christian friends and as well as
gaining more knowledge about not only God but myself. CLW has saved me
from heading in the wrong direction and has put my back on the track to
following God, it truly changed my life. I now feel more confident in myself and
connected to God.
More than Christian Life Week
In addition to the transformational Christian Life Week (CLW) camps that our church
knows and loves; we also now facilitate ‘Adventure style’ camps during the summer
holidays.
Our new ‘Adventure style’ camps (called Blast and Explode) have been developed to
offer a Christian camp experience for teenagers who are new to the Christian faith or
not ready for the bible study intensity of a CLW camp. These camps have grown in
popularity over the last 2 years, particularly amongst Lutheran school students, and
allow us to share the Gospel with teenagers we wouldn’t be able to reach another way.
Camping Ministry Support
We want to acknowledge and thank the incredible congregations that sponsor
children, teenagers and young adults to attend our holiday camps. Every year a
number of congregations in Queensland provide substantial discounts - some pay the
entire cost – so that the young people in their communities can grow closer to God

through our holiday camps (either as campers or leaders). Thank you for investing so
strongly and clearly in the faith of the young people in your congregation!
We also want to extend our thanks to Lutheran Women of Queensland for making
Christian Life Week camps their funding focus for the next 2 years. Thank you for this
incredible gift!

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
Appointment of Tom Schmidt as our new Young Adult Ministry Coordinator
We were thrilled to install Tom Schmidt as our new Young Adult Ministry Coordinator in
March. Tom is one of the most experienced youth workers in the LCA and brings with
him great insight from his recent role as Youth and Young Adults Coordinator at
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Buderim.
Tom has hit the ground running and already connected with a lot of local Brisbane
congregations. He is in the process of calling every congregational Pastor in
Queensland with the purpose of introducing himself and growing our understanding of
congregational needs in the area of young adult ministry.
We encourage congregations to connect with Tom and take advantage of his expertise
in this important ministry area. In particular we would love congregations to use Tom to
assist young adults to find new church homes when they move for study and work.
Evaluation of Effective Young Adult Ministry Practice in the LCAQD
In December we commissioned an evaluation of Young Adult Ministry Practice in the
LCAQD with the purpose of identifying what is working, what isn’t and how the District
might be able to support congregations in Queensland. The research included
interviews with key church leaders in the LCA, a literature review of current local and
international young adult ministry research, and analysis of over 300 responses to an
online survey by young adults themselves. The resulting report (attached) has given us
a valuable understanding of the key challenges our church faces in ministering to young
adults (18-30) and clear recommendations regarding how Lutheran Youth of
Queensland can provide practical assistance to congregations.
Some of the key findings include:
1. Young Adults have a passion and interest in the future of our church.
2. In many cases we have not equipped our Young Adults with a strong enough
understanding of faith for them to survive and engage with today’s secular
Australian culture.
3. Young Adults want a church that will help them to wrestle with current issues (ie.
Sexuality) in a deep and critical way. They have had enough of what they
perceive as simple answers.

4. Our Church needs to improve how it supports Young Adults in transition out of
school and into adult life. This can be the biggest life change Young Adults have
ever experienced and they find it tough!
5. Young Adults desire worship that speaks into their everyday life in a relevant
way, and they have a strong desire for inter-generational community.
We are still working through the final report and identifying how we can appropriately
adopt and action the key recommendations. We hope to communicate our planned
response to congregations through a formal letter in the coming months. We are also
working with Bishop Noel Noack to finalise a communication plan that shares the results
with all congregations in the LCAQD and initiates a dialog aimed at enhancing our
ministry support for young adults - stay tuned!

CAMPSITE MINISTRY
Koojarewon Youth Camp
We were excited to formally add Koojarewon Youth Camp to our ministry in April this
year after
District Church Council (DCC) decided to transfer management responsibility of the
ministry from Lutheran Community Care.
We are honoured to be able to contribute to this important Lutheran ministry and we
want to acknowledge the incredible service of the many Lutheran members who
selflessly contributed to establish and grow the ministry of Koojarewon Youth Camp –
thank you!
In only a short time we have already developed an exciting 3 year operations plan that
we believe will position Koojarewon Youth Camp as an important school camp provider
that offers a unique ‘Australian Bush camp’ experience. To achieve this outcome we will
particularly need to invest in marketing, team development and the addition of
programming activities.
A key focus of our plan also involves reconnecting the ministry of Koojarewon Youth
Camp with the Darling Downs church community. We will need the assistance of the
local church community to make Koojarewon sustainable. In particular we will need:
1. Prayer support! –
Thank God for the opportunity that Koojarewon provides to
share the
Gospel with young and old. Pray that God would work powerfully in
the lives of those connected with Koojarewon.
2. Volunteer support –Join us at our upcoming work camps and working bees,
beginning in
June 2014.
3. Financial support – Lutheran Youth of Queensland will be investing substantial
funds into

Koojarewon over the next 3 years to ensure its future success. We
would welcome partners who are willing to invest with us to make
this possible.
Thank you in advance for partnering with us to make Koojarewon Youth Camp a
powerful ministry of our church.
Luther Heights Youth Camp
Our ministry at Luther Heights Youth Camp continues to grow from strength to strength.
We are thrilled to host more than 10,000 people at Luther Heights every year and
honored to be able to share the Gospel with so many.
The visitors to Luther Heights are wide and varied (ie. school groups to community
groups, church groups and corporate events) but all come for the same reason – to
escape the ‘everyday’, to experience something new and to discover more about
themselves.
We’re thankful for the way that God is working through our team at Luther Heights to
impact young lives and create lifelong memories. The feedback below will give you a
glimpse into the great things that are happening at Luther Heights!
What a Wonderful Camp! The food is amazing (a highlight for both students and staff)
and the kitchen staff so friendly and helpful! The activity leaders are also fantastic
dealing with some difficult conditions (weather and students) with grace and confidence.
Can’t wait to be back again.
Sarah St Patricks Gympie
I have been coming to Coolum since 1973, Luther Heights has been present since I can
remember. For some time the beautiful place was not fully utilised and its reputation
was less than ordinary. I have now been reintroduced to Luther Heights. WOW. What
a wonderful experience. It is very evident that there is a vision and it is being acted
upon. Thank you for bringing this beautiful place back to the community.
Madome Hennessy. Director of Boarding St Peters Lutheran
College.
Thank you so much for a fun camp. Great staff running fun and engaging activities.
The accommodation, food and general grounds were all of a very high standard. It’s
amazing how you cater for every individual and nothing is too hard. The program and
activities were all specifically designed for our school and its clientele. All staff are
knowledgeable, enthusiastic and inspiring to the students. Thanks Again!!!
Urangan State High School.
Thank you very much for a terrific camp experience. The students have been
absolutely surprised and delighted about how much fun camp can be! They have been
full of stories about how kind the staff have been, how wonderful the food is (and
amazed at the quantity) and how much they have enjoyed the activities. Thanks for
encouraging the students to give everything a go. They have all experienced a great

sense of achievement. All this has been achieved with God’s strength and under his
watchful eye. We have been blessed to have this wonderful camp experience. Every
Blessing
St Peters Lutheran College Year 4.

CONGREGATIONAL SUPPORT
An important part of Lutheran Youth of Queensland’s ministry is the support that we
provide to congregations. We believe that congregations are the heartbeat of ministry in
the LCAQD and we are proud to support local congregational ministry through the
provision of training, networking opportunities and coaching.
Our Elevation training day has become an important way to support and equip leaders
in children, youth and family ministry. This annual one-day event offers specialist
electives delivered by experienced trainers from Queensland and interstate, and in 2014
equipped 170 Sunday school teachers, youth leaders and primary school teachers.
Every quarter we also facilitate a free Ministry Morning Tea for children, youth and
family ministry workers in SE Queensland. These networking events, which incorporate
an expert guest presenter, have been a very effective way to support local ministry
workers (volunteer and paid) and grow connections between churches. Our Ministry
Morning Teas are open to everyone (and they’re FREE!) – please make sure your
Pastor, Sunday school teachers and youth leaders know about this great PD
opportunity.

SCHOOLS MINISTRY
We are privileged to be able to support the ministry of our Lutheran Schools by
providing Christian leadership training programs to equip students in our schools.
During the last synodical term we were thrilled to train more than a thousand students
from 17 Lutheran schools during the last synodical term.
Each training event that we facilitate is tailor made to meet the requirements of the
Lutheran school involved and the needs of their students. We facilitate both short-term
(1/2 day, full-day, camp) or long-term (six month coaching for key student leaders)
training at the school’s choice of location. The training topics include servant leadership,
teamwork, communication, conflict resolution, managing stress, developing trust and
overcoming fear.
Importantly we find that these training events are a great opportunity to present the
Gospel to students. Our training unashamedly promotes Jesus as the perfect servant
leader and our Lutheran facilitators reinforce this message through the way they
encourage and lead the students. We believe that these training events compliment the
great work of our Lutheran schools in sharing the Gospel with students.

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT THIS IMPORTANT MINISTRY

We are continually humbled by the generous support that we receive from members of
the Queensland District. Your support (pray, volunteer time and finances) is the reason
that the ministry of Lutheran Youth of Queensland continues to exist.
You and your congregation can continue to grow the effectiveness and reach of this
important Lutheran ministry in the following ways:
1. Pray for us – Please add us to your congregational prayer list.
2. Volunteer Support
a) Join one of our upcoming Work Camps at Luther Heights or Koojarewon (June
and August). Help us reinvigorate the buildings and grounds while having lots of
fun - just like the working bees of old!
b) Administration Support
We are always looking for volunteers to assist with administrative tasks in our
three offices (Milton, Ipswich and Coolum). Contact us to find out more.
3. Financial Support
You and your congregation could provide one-off or monthly contributions.
Donations can be made at www.lyq.org.au/donate.
To find out more about how you can help or to register your support please contact
Aaron on 3511 4080 or aaron.glover@lyq.org.au.
Thank you for your on-going support.
Respectfully submitted,
Ian Grieshaber
Lutheran Youth of Queensland – Chairperson

